First Circular

Contemporary Amritsar: Society, Economy, Polity

Monday 30th November to Tuesday 01st December 2009
DAV College, Amritsar- 143006

The partition of Punjab in 1947 and the demarcation of the Radcliff Line severely damaged centuries old relation between Amritsar and Lahore. Culturally, economically and politically Lahore had immense significance for Amritsar. Besides being the capital of Medieval and Modern Punjab, Lahore has been an important centre of education and learning, trade and commerce, regional politics and intellectual exchanges. Culturally too, the Sufis of Lahore have been guiding force for the development of Sikh tenants in Amritsar. Demographically, both the cities had cosmopolitan amalgam of diverse religious and ethnic groups, linking Afghanistan with Delhi. 

After the partition of Punjab and the riots that followed, Amritsar as a city witnessed enormous trauma. Culturally the city was reduced to religious homogeneity. Economically maimed, it came to be associated with the fringes of mainstream Punjab. In the shadow of Chandigarh, the new capital of the state, it was isolated politically too. In the post-partition scenario the city has reinvented, reoriented and renegotiated its relation with politics and economy of the state. While many of the earlier traditions continued, migrations led to the invention of newer flavours, forms and cultures. 

Contemporary Amritsar is representation of rather many complex manifestations of social and economic formation; from radical, naxal, dalit, agrarian and communal politics to theatre, drama and folk culture, old flavours and newer cuisines, old form of cosmopolitan culture to newer representations of demographic relationships, urban landscape of the walled city and its decay to contemporary forms of urbanisation, colonial legacy and reconfiguration of city space, Sufi shrines in Amritsar, rediscovery of the legacy of Ranjit Singh and exploration in tourism development, growth and development of educational infrastructure, decay and reinvention of literary culture, role of memory and its relation with contemporary history, green revolution, industrialisation and economic restructuring in the context of globalisation, etc. This seminar tends to investigate such diverse trends in the evolution of a City in relation to Punjab on the one hand and India on the other, and explores the society, economy and polity of contemporary Amritsar.

In the light of the theme discussed above, the organisers call for submission of abstracts from scholars from within and outside Punjab. The organisers also plan to publish the proceedings of the Seminar in the form of an edited volume on Contemporary Amritsar.
For participating or attending the Seminar:
Interested scholars who wish to present a paper should submit their work address, provisional paper title and one page abstract of around 500 words to the organising committee at contemporaryamritsar@gmail.com by 30th October 2009.
A Seminar registration fee of Rs.300 applies to participants who wish to be a part of the proceeding of the Seminar proceedings. 
Outstation participants will be provided clean and comfortable accommodation in Amritsar from 29th November to 02nd December 2009.
This interdisciplinary conference is being organized in association with Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), North-Western Regional Centre, Chandigarh. For further information and clarification please don’t hesitate to contact Dr. Yogesh Snehi, Department of History, DAV College, Amritsar at +91-9417959324 or email us at contemporaryamritsar@gmail.com.
