Punjab Research Group

VENUE: Coventry University, William Morris Building, Room G04 (ground floor)
DATE: 27 June 2009
DIRECTIONS: http://www.coventry.ac.uk/the-university-and-coventry-city/directions-and-maps There is plenty of parking available in the car park behind the William Morris Building. 
10:00-10:30 
Tea/Coffee

10:30-10:45
Welcome address 

10:45-11:45 
Tahir Mahmood, PhD Candidate, Coventry University


‘Shahpur District: Collaboration and Control during the First World War’
11:45-12:00
 Tea/Coffee
12:00-1:00    
Waqas Butt, Independent Researcher (formerly Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad) 

‘People’s rebellion in Punjab in 1857: Focus on Ahmed Khan Kharal in the areas of Ganji Bar and Neli Bar’
1:00-1:15
Announcements 
1:15-2:30
Lunch
2:30-3:30
Saleem Khan, PhD Candidate, London Metropolitan University


‘The Struggle within Pakistani Islam: Shias, Sunnis and Sufis in the Punjab’ 
3:30-4:00
Tej Purewal and Virinder Kalra, University of Manchester 


Update on their research on common spiritual sites and practices in Punjab
4:00-4:15
Tea/Coffee
4:15-5:15
Manjit Singh, Professor of Sociology, Panjab University, Chandigarh and Dr. Steve Taylor, Northumbria University, UK


‘Bonded Labour and Social Exclusion in Punjab, India’

5:30-onwards
Social gathering for those who can stay around for a drink
Abstracts
Tahir Mahmood, PhD Candidate, Coventry University

‘Shahpur District: Collaboration and Control during the First World War’

  

The paper focuses on the phenomenon of collaboration and control at the district level through two case studies. The first highlights how the patron client relationship affected the recruitment process in the rural and urban areas and asks what role did the regimental connection play in the enlistment of the recruits? The second case study compares the role of the chief collaborators in the district. It helps us understand how leading rural notable families competed with each other to secure the rewards flowing from collaboration with the colonial state. Such rewards could tip the balance of power and influence in the locality. Collaboration is thus seen as a dynamic two way process rather than in top down terms. This analysis is not only conceptually original, but has not been previously empirically tested at the district level. 

Waqas Butt

‘People’s rebellion in Punjab in 1857. Focus on Ahmed Khan Kharal in the areas of Ganji Bar and Neli Bar’

The year 1857 marked a turning point in colonial history of India. This was the year in which Indian uprising and freedom fighting, called mutiny by the British, took place in northern India. This year also witnessed some major rebellions against the colonial rule in other parts of the sub-continent. 

One group of scholars considered this struggle merely a failed revolt of a section of junior Indian soldiers of the British Army. For them it was simply a revolt of Sepoys. Second group of scholars considered it a popular movement against foreign rule in which not only sepoys but zamindars and rulers of different states also participated. They highlighted the role of Rani of Jhansi and Hazrat Mahal. Very little has been written about the role of people and masses during this rebellion especially in areas like Ganji Bar and Neli Bar in Punjab.
 

This paper will discuss the rebellion in Ganji Bar and Neli Bar areas, especially focusing on the role of Ahmed Khan Kharal, an 82 years old leading character of this area during this rebellion. I will look at the impact of the refusal of peasants to pay agricultural tax; how all major tribes and clans of this region were united under the leadership of Ahmad Khan Kharal and how a peasant movement converted into an armed struggle. With the help of different events I will highlight the death of Ahmed Khan and how his allies Murad Fatiana, Shuja Bhadroo and others killed Lord Burkley the Assistant Commissioner of Gogera.  I will also try to include some folk poetry of that time which depicts the life and struggle of the people of this area.

Saleem Khan, PhD Candidate, London Metropolitan University

‘The Struggle within Pakistani Islam: Shias, Sunnis and Sufis in the Punjab’ 

The Punjab as a cultural and geographical zone is bounded in opposite directions by the Afghan and Indo-Ganges zones. Both these other two regional zones have had a huge impact on the religious environment of the Punjab. Sufism entered the Punjab from what is now Afghanistan and spread throughout South Asia. Sufism to some extent transcended the sectarian boundaries within Islam (Sunni-Shia) and even across the Muslim and Non-Muslim (Sikh/Hindu) divide. During the British Raj, more rigid scriptural forms of Islam from the Indo-Ganges zone began to challenge the dominance of Sufism in the Punjab. In the postcolonial period, this trend towards a more reformist-fundamentalist Islam has increased due to various external and internal factors resulting sometimes in sectarian violence. This paper attempts to show how the religious landscape of Pakistan’s most important province has evolved. 

Professor Manjit Singh, Professor of Sociology, Panjab University, Chandigarh

Dr. Steve Taylor, Northumbria University, UK

‘Bonded Labour and Social Exclusion in Punjab, India’

Classical political economy suggests that an abundant supply of free wage labour is a necessary pre-condition for the expansion of capital. However, the history of capital growth has shown that this theoretical formulation does not fit neatly with the lived experience of labour, particularly, although not exclusively, within the global south. The paradox between capitalist profits and unfree labour, or slavery, disappears when the latter turns out to be much more ‘profitable’ than free wage labour. It has recently been argued (Bales 2004; Van den Anker 2004) that there are many more slaves alive today than was the case during the transatlantic slave trade. Furthermore, the most numerous of the ‘new’ slaves (Bales 2004) of the twenty first century are bonded labourers in South Asia, a contemporary phenomenon with direct links to capitalist globalization in the post-second world war period. It is within this context that the paper will explore bonded labour within the capitalist economy of Punjab. The first part of the paper reflects on the concept and history of bondage followed by a discussion of the global efforts made to end this menace. The second part, on the basis of extensive empirical research into bonded labour and slavery, examines the nature and extent of bondage amongst both local and migrant labourers within Punjab, with a particular focus upon agricultural labour and, within the non-agricultural sector, brick kiln workers. The paper will also explore the relationship between bonded labour and caste within Punjab.
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� Neeli Bar is geographical region in Punjab, Pakistan. It is between the rivers Ravi and Satluj. Ganji Bar is the lower valley region from the old flow of the rivers Satluj and river Beas or river Hakra to Ravi.





